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GATHERINGS FOR: 

 
A TRUE EYE AND A STEADY HAND: 

 
being a personal history of the Canberra Archery Club  1962-1992. 

  
By Robin Barker 

 
Collated from the scrapbooks, photos and collections of Robin Barker (who never threw anything 
away) and got copies of everything he could.  [I said it would be useful one day.] 
Thanks to past and present members of the Club for their memories, Shooting Lines for records and 
titbits I had forgotten 
 

1.  THE BEGINNINGS 
 
 In May, 1964 Oscar Videan produced a multicarboncopied newsletter as a fundraiser for the 
Club, especially to help subsidise members going to the Nationals.  This first issue of "Archery News - 
as I see it" ("Vol.1 - maybe there will be another") was priced at a shilling ("or more if you have it. It's 
for a good cause" 
 
An extract from it tells of the foundation as Oscar remembered it: 

To get to a more serious not I thought that a few lines on the History of the Club 
would not go astray so here goes----- 
Sometime around June 1962 the author after vainly trying to get information about 
Archery in the ACT and drinking gallons of beer trying to get people interested 
enough to start a club off, noticed a photo in the paper of two men and a girl pulling 
a bow at Manuka.  These people turned out to be JOHN WARD, JOHN HARDY and 
MARGARET CAMPBELL.  After contact was made a meeting was arranged at the 
YWCA building on the 9th Aug 62 with about 18 people present. A draft constitution 
was presented and some office bearers elected. 
 
Through devious means a quantity of Club gear was collected Bows, Arrows, 
Guards, Straw pallets etc.  Shooting took place at odd places.  Reserves were used 
until we were kicked off them.  Gear  was carted around on the tops of cars but 
generally speaking the budding archers enjoyed themselves. 
 
Finally we got the TURNER field allotted to us and we were in business and the club 
started to grow.  In April 63 John Ward resigned as chairman and Mr Leigh DAY was 
elected President and virtually a new committee was appointed.  A new constitution 
was eventually drawn up and the club was established on a much more stable basis.  
Today almost two years later we can proudly boast of the CANBERRA ARCHERY 
CLUB.  I feel that we can now more than hold our own with most other clubs.  We 
have a sound financial membership (over 60 members). 
We are well known, having had numerous interclub shoots, attended the 
NATIONALS and by means of our publicity officer have become well known to most 
other clubs throughout Australia.  Also have a healthy bank balance and plans for the 
future. 

 
 In those days I was living in Reid House (a government hostel located where the Casino is 
now) and one evening Mike Honer came to me and said "There's a meeting at the YWCA tonight to 
form an archery club.  Want to go and see what it's all about?"  Having nothing better to do I agreed.  
The YWCA was on the northeast corner of Alinga and Mort Streets and that night we fronted up to a 
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meeting room with about 20 others none of whom we knew (boy was that to change).  The meeting 
was chaired by John Ward, Oscar Videan took the minutes and Margaret Campbell acted as treasurer.  
The club formed was the Canberra City Bowmen.  Vance Russell was there and a young kid named 
John Asman.  Distinctions must be made between this John Ward and John Ward - the later treasurer 
of the seventies (as well as John Ward of Illawarra Archers at Wollongong). 
 
<<insert picture  62b&w>> 
 
 It was reported in the Canberra Times on 26 August 1962: 

CANBERRA ARCHERS FORM NEW CLUB 
Canberra’s newly formed archery club will conduct its first shoot on Sunday 

with visiting members of Goulburn and Wagga clubs. 
The club, the Canberra City Bowmen, was formed last night.  It will take 

over its new ground, a piece of land off Masson Street, Turner, today. 
About 20 shooters from Goulburn and Wagga and ex - Australian champion 

archer, Allan Connell, are expected to shoot with the club. 
Beginners will shoot on a separate range. 
The club is concentrating on target archery only at first but is investigating 

field archery, clout shooting and flight shooting. 
The club agreed to instruct members of the Police Boys’ Club in return for the 
P.B.C. storing the archery equipment. 

Mr. J. S. Ward was elected president of the new club.  Secretary is 
Lieutenant-colonel O. R. Videan, and treasurer, Miss Margaret Campbell. 

 
The same day was a record of that shoot: 
 

30 ARCHERS IN FIRST SHOOT 
Thirty - archers from Wagga, Goulburn and Canberra participated in the 
first shoot organised by the Canberra City Bowmen at Turner yesterday. 
Rainy weather prevented another 20 archers from competing. 
Several well-known shooters were unable to take part. 
Organisers decided to change the shoot from a competition fixture to a 
social afternoon. 
The Canberra Club expects a large number of competitors for the first 
club competition at Turner next Sunday. 

 
 Within a few months the club grew and new members included Harry & Kath Gough, Jack & 
Gwen Low, John & Helen Mann, Leigh Day (who owned the Shell service station in Braddon), his 
son-in-law Gerry Dawson, Bruno Ladovaz, Klaus Korun and Don & Jill Cartwright.  The Cartwrights 
had published the national archery magazine Shooting Lines in Perth but when Don (who was a 
bandsman in the army) was transferred to Duntroon they turned it over to the Barters in Adelaide 
where it remained until its demise in 1993.  Jack and Harry were always together doing something and 
were referred to as the Terrible Twins.  In an effort to see their spouses at weekends the two Eileens - 
Videan and Russell joined and soon became hooked on the game.  This meant that their children 
Keith, Des and Alan Videan and Paul Russell had to be in it as well.  Together with Paul Low and 
Steven Gough a flourishing mob of juniors promised well for the future. 
 
<<insert picture  62-3b&w1.bmp>> 
 
Masson St., grounds, 1962-3.        (photo: J. Asman) 
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<<insert 62-3b&w2.bmp>> 
Jack Low checking his score.  These targets were made from woven seagrass, about 20cm. thick and 
were HEAVY.  Roof racks on cars bent under the strain of a couple.  (photo: J. Asman) 
 
 A lot of help was received from Peg Beeton and Beth Driver who ran the Bow Hut (an archery 
store in Melbourne), not only with advice on, and supply of, equipment but also visiting the Club for 
on-the-spot support. 
 

Canberra Archery Club’s 1963 Plans 
 The Canberra Archery Club elected the following office bearers at its recent 
annual general meeting 
  Mr. L. Day was elected president; Mr. V. Russell. senior vice-president; Messrs. 
H. Kimber and J. Low, vice-presidents; Lt.-Col. O. Videan, secretary, Mr. D. 
Videan. treasurer. 
The new committee is Messrs. H. Gough, J. Mann, G. Dawson, J. Wallace, B. 
Ladovaz, R. Barker, Mesdames Videan and Gough and Miss J. Gee. 
  The president said the was in a very healthy state both financially and 
member-wise.  The club started with only 20 members but now had more than 70.  
He also said that the stock of club equipment was insufficient to meet the 
requirements of a normal shoot. 
Club activities had consisted, apart from normal shooting, of a visit to Goulburn, a 
barbecue and the entertainment of visitors from Parramatta and Northern Archers. 
  It was envisaged to hold more inter-club competitions next year, 
depending on the club’s planned affiliation with the N.S.W.A.A. 
Club members will compete in the national championships in Sydney at Easter. It 
is hoped to hold this shoot in Canberra in five years time. 

(Canberra Times 1/9/63) 
 
 With the new constitution of April 1963 came a new name (people were unaware that the city 
bowmen were archers).  So that everybody knew what we were we became the Canberra Archery 
Club.  Leigh Day became president and donated the large trophy for the champion male in the Club - 
the President's Cup.  John Mann designed the club's badge and the Club had a gonfalon made with it 
proudly displayed (ever since known as 'the banner').  It has been to nearly every Nationals the Club 
has attended. 
 
 The Department of Interior (the government department which looked after Canberra) 
allocated us the use of the oval in Masson St., Turner.  Initially we were not allowed to shoot there on 
a Sunday until the afternoon (the Sunday Observances Act thought we should be in church at least in 
the morning - maybe they thought we were religious enough to shoot Sunday mornings after hearing 
the calls for divine help on the shooting line).  The Department also placed a wooden workmen's hut 
under the pines at Masson St. for storage.  After three were burnt down the Club obtained permission 
to replace them with a metal garage closer to the road.  This survived attacks by vandals and breakins 
for the next twelve years. 
 
 By this time the Club was shooting every Sunday at Masson St. except for the first one each 
month when we would go to the field course.  Target shooting was usually Olympic or Murrumbeena 
round  (see appendix for lists of rounds), occasionally, if we were daring, a Pacific round at 50 yds.  It 
was a proud day for Vance when he shot six golds at 30 yards.   
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<<63_vr_6g.bmp>> 
 
Vance Russell and his 30 yd. perfect. 
 
 
<<insert 62_o&kv.bmp>> 
 
Oscar (at target) and son Keith Videan  
(walking to retrieve arrows). 
 
 
 Vance Russell worked for the Forests Section of the Department of Interior and found a site 
near the Pierces Creek settlement for the field course.  These first 14 targets were placed along a creek 
bed and when you finished you had to walk back to the start.  This was exhausting work and needed 
much fluid replenishment.  The ideal place for a field course had to be where the pines were mature 
enough to shoot under but not so old that they would be logged in the near future, it had to be outside 
the catchment area for the Canberra water supply and be reasonably 'up and down'.  Vance kept 
looking and found a new site off the Tidbinbilla Rd. just before Murrays Corner.  Initially 14 targets 
were built and later the course was extended to a loop of 28 targets, and near the end of its life we put 
in another 14 targets to make a clover-leaf pattern.  These loops were centred on the parking and 
asembly area.  The first butts were constructed from sods of earth dug from creek banks which grew 
into a solid earth mat bound with grass stalks.  Years later, as arrows became more sophisticated, so 
did the butts.  Old stramits were cut to size and put in front of the earth butts, and later still stramit was 
cut across the grain and clamped together to make targets.  This course lasted until 1979 when the 
forest was logged. 
inseAnd we thought this flat field course was thirsty work!   Pierces Ck., 1963/4.  From right Colin 
Southwell, Les Shannon, Robert [of course 'Smokey'] Dawson, other three I don't recognize. 
 
 Canberra's nearest clubs were at Wagga Wagga, Goulburn and Wollongong.  In an effort to 
encourage competition the NSW Southern Districts Association was formed and round-robin 
tournaments held between the four clubs.  When it was Goulburn's turn (at the Lilac Time Festival) 
they announced the round to be shot would be a FITA.  This would involve shooting at 90 metres, so 
we had a new challenge.  I remember at the shoot using the roof of the nurses' home of the Goulburn 
Hospital across the valley as an aiming point (my bow then having no sights for such a long distance - 
an upgrade was in order). 
 
<<insert 65gac_ov.bmp>> 
 
Southern Districts, ASNSW shoot, Goulburn, 1964/5.  Oscar Videan admiring his trophy, surrounded 
by Harry and Kath Gough, Gwen Low. 
 
The club would take on any other sporting body for matches if we could devise a method of 
competing.  A couple of articles from the local press. 

 
CLUBS PLAN TEST 

A pistol club has challenged Canberra archers to a contest in marksmanship. 
 
A Canberra Archery Club spokesman said this week his club had accepted the challenge.  Two 
contests would be held, one at the archery range and the other at the pistol club’s range.  Details of the 
shoot had not yet been decided, the spokesman said. 
But archers would shoot on a 25 metres range and pistol club members on a 50 metres range. 
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Meantime, The archery club has named its team for a Southern Districts challenge shoot this weekend. 
Goulbura, Wagga and Illawarra clubs have challenged Canberra for the Southern Districts trophy. 
Canberra won thetrophy at Wagga three months ago. 
The Canberra team is Bruno Ladovaz. Ray Botten, Don Cartwright and Mrs. Eileen Videon. 
Mrs. Videon has been named a member of the team but may be replaced if visiting teams comprise 
four men. 
The teams ill shoot a short jersey round for the trophy. 
           Courier 11 Feb. 1965 
 
Bowls and bows and arrows 
Australia has seen some strange sporting contests in many different settings throughout the years.  
They’ve included flies crawling up windows, athletes racing against horses, turtle races, even 
crocodile races. 
It’s a regular battle of wits by the gimmick boys to outwit the field and dreaming new one.  Tonight 
the Canberra Olympic Bowl will chalk up a “first”for Australia, at least. 
A team of archers will pit skills against a team of ten-pin bowlers.  It’s a contest not rare in America, 
but unique in Australia. 
 
THE TRIANGLE 
The whole thing won’t be as difficult as it sounds.  A bowman, Ray Botten, and the bowling centre’s 
assistant manager, Bill Hinds, have designed a special triangular target for the archers.  It’s made to 
resemble the triangle of the 10 pins. 
“The special target is graduated so a good archer should score about the same number of points as a 
good tenpin bowler,” Hinds said yesterday. 
The teams will go into battle on adjacent lanes. Three men and two women from the Canberra Archery 
Club will make up the archers’ team.  Five bowlers from Olympic will represent the tenpinners. 
Whatever the outcome, there should be plenty of fun and games, so long as the competitors don’t get 
their bows and bowls mixed up. 
          (The Australian  11 Sept. 1965) 
 
 
 Flushed with the initial success of the Club, the members started to concoct grand schemes.  
We decided that what was needed was a good clubhouse (preferably licensed) next to an expanded 
shooting field.  Discussions were held with the ACT Baseball Association on forming "The Canberra 
Sporting Club" and, on the ground now covered by the ACT Tennis Association and the western side 
of Southwell Park, building an archery field and baseball diamond separated by the Clubhouse.  A 
notice of incorporation of the Sporting Club on the 15 August 1963 was published in the CT (26/8/63).  
The two club's agreed to raffle a car to raise funds to get the new complex off the ground (or onto it).  
Although there were around 70 archers on the books compared to over 800 registered baseballers, 
everything was to be split half and half.  Not only were we to get half the ground for our field so did 
we have to sell half the tickets in the raffle - and we did.  However there was a difference of opinion 
with the baseballers and the scheme collapsed.  It would be another 15 years before we would get to 
Southwell Park. 
 
 It was decided to hold an A.C.T. Championships over the Queen's Birthday holiday weekend in 
June.  This would take the form of a mini-nationals, with a clout on the Saturday afternoon (giving 
archers a chance to get to Canberra in good time), a field event on Sunday and target on Monday.  One 
thing about a June shoot in Canberra - it is cold in winter.  Reports usually refer to frost on the ground 
or fog.  We were extremely lucky in that the fog invariably lifted like a curtain just in time for the 
target event (at other times it did not lift until late morning).  Setting up the ground was usually done 
by touch, if you could feel anything in the freezing conditions 



6 

 
Shooting Lines, 6(5), Aug/Sep 1968, pp.29-30. 
 
CANBERRA ARCHERY CLUB 
T.E. Dutton, Hughes, A.C.T. 
Our main news for this month is of the A.C.T. Open Championships.  These were held over the 
Queen’s Birthday weekend in near perfect conditions.  Seventy four archers lined up for the CLOUT 
event with the following results: 
Men — Dble l80yds:   H. Wright 533, G. Telford 574, .R. Leach 562. 
Ladies —“     160“   D. Rudder 534, M. Bower 533, D. Roache 471 
J/boys "     160“  D. Henskens 497, S. Cato 496, M. Jennings 490 
I/boys "     140"  J. Philip 486, P.Brown 300, M. Rudder 260 
I/girlsb "    120"  E. Jones 421, R. Blakemore 360, P.Braines 231 
 
Saturday night's frost did not deter the 76 archers who turned out for the Sunday field events at 8.30 
a.m. in a freezing 27deg. The programme was organised so that archers could complete 42 targets by 
mid-afternoon before the light begins to fail rapidly in our pine forest reserve.  28 targets were shot in 
the morning and 14 in the afternoon with a break for hot dogs and soup in between. The instinctive 
and free style results were: 
Instinctive:— 

Men -   J. Rose 620, B. Rawlins 610, D. Cole 470. 
Ladies -  E.Videan 361, D. Roache 352, M. Bower 196. 
J/Boys -  W. Smith 420, D. Henskens 298, M. Jennings 236. 
I/Girls -  R. Blakemore 114, J. Austin 29, P. Braines 27. 
 
Freestyle : 
Men -   G. Telford 732, R. Leach 721, H. Wright 711. 
Ladies -  D. Rudder 429, K. Gough 309, G. Low 300. 
I/Boys -  J. Philip 278, P. Brown 164, M. Rudder 158. 
 
Monday morning started disastrously when the truck carrying the targets broke down, but thanks to the 
many visitors who offered their assistance with panel vans etc., we were saved from an embarrassingly 
late start.  Shooting conditions were excellent and we were not surprised to see some excellent F.I.T.A. 
scores.  In all there was 1 score over 1200, 3 over 1100 and 2 over 1000. 
 
Men  H. Wright  (290, 316, 310, 333) 1249,  G. Telford 1119, R. Leach 1109. 
Ladies   D. Roache l141, D. Rudder 996; M. Bower 953 
J/Boys   W. Smith 984; M. Jennings 920; G. Smith 866 
 
I/Boys (Sht Amer) J. Philip 1218,  M. Rudder 851, L. Smith 626 
I/Girls   E. Jones 1223, R. Blakemore 963, D. Walsh 695 
 
Our congratulations to Hans Wright on his outstanding performance. 
 
Prize giving wound up our most successful big-scale competition yet and we would like to extend our 
thanks to the 100 odd archers who came and made this shoot such a pleasure.  We hope to have the 
pleasure of seeing them all again next year. 
 
The tape recorder raffled by the Canberra Archery Club was won by G. Cooper, PMG Canberra, with 
ticket No. 840. 
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SHOOTING LINES VOL. 7 NO. 5 AUG/SEPT 1969. p.33 
CANBERRA ARCHERY CLUB 
R. Barker, O’Connor, A.C.T. 

Just a short note to tell of the A.C.T. Open this year. The targets we received from Adelaide were 
marvellous to handle after the basks we have used in the past.  The weather stayed fine for the duration 
of the shoot, however, the last couple of days the rain has been drizzling down.  The one complaint 
seemed to be the cold; most mornings the temperature was down to 25 degrees on the screen and 18 on 
the grass (why anyone would want to be on the grass at that temperature, I don’t know).[= -4ºC and -
8ºC respectively] 
Unfortunately, Hans Wright had to pull out as he had pulled his shoulder the week before the shoot.  
More than 90 archers entered and 88 shot. Results:- 
TARGET - F.I.T.A. 
MEN: G. Telford1188; K. Sharp 1081; J. Cotter 1019 
LADIES: D. Roache 1097; J. Penny 856; M. Taeker 790 
J/BOYS: J. Philip 1060; D. Eason 1013; A. Videan 885 
J/GIRLS: B. Blakernore 942 
CLOUT: 
MEN: G.Telford 612,; D. Penny 573; B. Rawlins 578 
LADIES: D.Roache 554; J. Penny 518; P. Pallant 518 
J/BOYS: D. Eason 546; J. Philip 528; A. Videan 522 
J/GIRLS: R. Blakemore 442; P. Braines 304 
FIELD: 
MEN: F/style G.Telford 1005; J.Turner 869; K.Sharp 867  

Inst. J. Rose 821; S. Read 673; M. Prime 662 
LADIES: D. Roache 646; B. Videan 449; P. Blakemore 435 
J/BOYS: J. Philip 757; A.Videan 607; D. Bason 573 
J/GIRLS: R. Blakemore 255; P. Braines 108 
 
 

<<insert 2ladovaz.bmp>> 
Bruno and Joyce Ladovaz shooting at Masson St. 
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insert picture  

cartoon1.bmp  
Shooting Lines, Vol. 1, No. 4, Apr/May 1963, p.18) 



9 

 
Other things to relate: 
 
the two eileen's coaching times @ YMCA and other holiday times 
Archery golf matches with Queanbeyan GC and Duntroon 
matches with darts clubs, Ainslie FC, Harmonie German  
archery/bowling/darts matches 
matches with pistol clubs  SL10(3)p32 results 
the move to Southwell and formation of WEVAC [and how it got its name] after WAC77 
1980 Masters tournament 
Indoor shooting - Holder HS, showgrounds, bocce club. 
ABA clubs 
ACT opens 
trips to other clubs 
 goulburn 
 illawarra 
 island bend 
field courses 
 1. pierces ck. 1 
 2. pierces ck 2 
 3. kowen 1 
 4. mountain paddock 2 
 5.pierces ck - black hill 3 
Neil Wylie's success in US 



 
Shooting lines 
 
Aust. Archers' Journal 
vol. 1 nos 1,2,3,4,   vol.2 no.1 
 
Shooting Lines 
vol 1 nos 1 to 7 
vol 2 nos  1 to 6 
vol 3 nos  1 to 6 
vol 4 nos  1 to 6 
vol 5 nos  1 to 6 
vol 6 nos  1 to 6 
vol 7 nos  1 to 6 
vol 8 nos  1 to 6 
vol 9 nos  1 to 6 
vol 10 nos  1 to 6 
vol 11 nos  1 to 6 
vol 12 nos  1 to 6 
vol 13 nos  1 to 6 
vol 14 nos  1 to 6 
vol 15 nos  1 to 6 
vol 16 nos  1 to 6 
vol 17 nos  1 to 6 
vol 18 nos  1 to 6 
vol 19 no 2,  missing 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 
vol 20 all nos  missing    1982 
vol 21 no 4,  missing nos 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 
vol 22 nos  2, 3, 4, 6,   missing nos 1, 5 
vol 23 nos  1 to 6 
vol 24 nos  1 to 6 
vol 25 nos  1 to 6 
vol 26 nos  1 to 6 
vol 27 nos  1 to 6 
vol 28 nos  1 to 6 
vol 29 nos  1 to 6 
vol 30 nos  1 to 6 
   
 


